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Dr. Edward S. Beck
Edward S. Beck is currently an Affiliated Faculty
Member of the Gratz College Graduate Program in
Antisemitism Studies and President-Emeritus and Co-
Founder of Scholars for Peace in the Middle East. In his
academic career he had been both a Professor and
Student Personnel Professional specializing in Mental
Health Counseling and Counseling Psychology at NYU,
Rutgers, Penn State, Walden and other Universities
and was either an officer or board member in the
American Mental Health Counselors Association,
American Counseling Association and Council for the
Accreditation of Counseling and Related Educational
Programs. He received his Bachelors and Masters
Degrees from NYU and Doctorate from UPenn. 

He has been active in many local, state and national
Jewish organizations, not limited to but including, the
Pennsylvania Jewish Coalition, Philadelphia JCRC,
Jewish Community Foundation of Central PA, Jewish
Federation of Greater Harrisburg, Historic B'nai Jacob
Synagogue in Middletown, PA, and Jewish Family
Service of Greater Harrisburg. He also founded Kol
Central PA, serving the greater Central PA Community
and is active in social media. He consults regularly with
major Jewish organizations on various projects.
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Dr. Edward S. Beck Contact Info
Email: friendlymensch@aol.com 

Scholars Circle is a program of Chai Mitzvah
Learn more at JoinScholarsCircle.org

Recorded Lectures:
Access our free archive of thoughtful, in-depth lectures
from respected scholars addressing Israel, antisemitism,
and contemporary Jewish affairs. 
Go to JoinScholarsCircle.org/archive

mailto:friendlymensch@aol.com
https://www.joinscholarscircle.org/
http://joinscholarscircle.org/archive


Contact Andrew Pessin
Website: www.andrewpessin.com
Email: apessin@conncoll.edu

Learn more at
chaimitzvah.org

Resources
 Nelson, Cary. Israel Denial: Anti-Zionism, Anti-Semitism, and the Faculty Campaign Against the
Jewish State. University Press and Academic Engagement Network (2019)

 Phillip Carl Salzman. Post-Colonial Theory and the Arab Israel Conflict. Routledge (2008)

 Statement of 41 Nobel Laureates on Academic BDS Actions (Compiled by Scholars for Peace in the
Middle East, October 28, 2010 Committee of Edward S. Beck, Alan Dershowitz and Nobel Laureates,
Stephen Weinberg and Roger Kornberg)

Nelson, Cary and Braham, Gabriel Noah (Editors): The Case Against Academic Boycotts of Israel,
Wayne State University Press (2014)

Key Takeaways
 Antisemitism in academia is nothing new and always present just below the surface in plain sight.

 Rigorous research on what works and doesn't work in combating antisemitism has just begun post
October 7, 2023.

 Individuals and institutions allowing antisemitism must be held accountable and the process must
be costly and compelling.

 Scientific research must be done to find the biological bases, natural and social causes of anti-
semitism and investigate it as a chronic disease with epidemic potential and perhaps a cure.

The views expressed by the speaker don't necessarily reflect Chai Mitzvah’s official position.
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